Who Is God?

And understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed,
And there will be none after Me. “I, even I, am the LORD; And there is
no savior besides Me. (NASB) Isaiah 43:10b-11

L

ooking for the unknown God? Most people (92%) in the United States are religious according to the 1997 U.S.
Census. Only 8 percent of the U.S. population said they were not religious or did not respond to the survey. Most
of them say that they have found God or they are looking for God. A very small group says that they do not believe
there is a God. For them the Bible has a strong warning in Psalms 10:4, “The wicked, in the haughtiness of his countenance, does not seek Him. All his thoughts are, ‘There is no God’” (NASB). If you desire to know about God, we hope this
study will help you to understand the God of the Bible. For Christians, this study can give you a greater understanding of
our God.
Unknown God. Athens was a center of religious activity in the ancient world. Today, one can find the ruins of such
temples as the Temple of the Goddess Athene, the Temple of the Furies and the Temple of Theseus. Athens was also known
as the university city of the Roman world. Athenians were very educated and yet very religious. Josephus called them the
most pious of the Greeks. So it is no surprise to find in Acts 17:22-28 that an altar had been dedicated to the “UNKNOWN
GOD.” In fact, there were many altars in Athens to unknown gods. So when the apostle Paul met some of the men of
Athens, he said they were “very religious” (Acts 17:22). Paul takes the opportunity to
tell them about the God they do not know, the “UNKNOWN GOD.” Who is God?
According to Acts 17:24-27, Paul tells them there are eight things that are true about
their UNKNOWN GOD. What are the eight truths about God?
For someone to be sure

Curious Thought

that there is no God, one

1. He made the world

(Acts 17:24)

2. He is lord of heaven and earth

(Acts 17:24)

3. He does not dwell in temples

(Acts 17:24)

verse. He or she would need

4. He does not need our service

(Acts 17:25)

infinite knowledge and ability

5. he does not need anything

(Acts 17:25)

6. he gives life and breath to all

(Acts 17:25)

7. he has made us all from one

(Acts 17:26)

8. he has determined the appointed times (Acts 17:26)

would need to know that a
god did not exist anywhere in
our visible and invisible uni-

to exist everywhere at once,
because God might have traveled! In short, he or she would
need to be God in order to do
this. It is much easier, however,
to conclude that God exists
because we see the evidence
of Him.
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How Many Gods? Who is the God of this universe? Are there any more like Him? There are demons who pretend
to be God. Satan or Lucifer really wants to take God’s place - to be God (Isaiah 14:12, 14). The prophet Isaiah tells us who
the real God is. In Isa. 43:1 the God of the Bible is talking. He tells us that He is the one who created us. In Isa. 43:10 we
discover that no other god existed before Him, and no other god will exist after Him. There is no God but Himself. This
eliminates the idea of many gods. What do the following verses reveal about God?
9.

no god before or after him

(Isaiah 43:10)

10.

he is the first and the last

(Isaiah 44:6, 8)

11.

no other god besides him

(Isaiah 45:5)

12.

no other god except him

(Isaiah 45:21)

Finally, in Isaiah 48:12 He again refers to Himself as the “First and the Last” (see Isa. 44:6) and then in Isaiah 48:16 we
read,
“Come near to Me, listen to this: From the ﬁrst I have not spoken in secret, From the time it took
place, I was there. And now the Lord GOD has sent Me, and His Spirit.” (NASB)

Here we discover that this God was sent by the Lord GOD. Who is the Lord GOD? Whoever He is, He also sent the Holy
Spirit. Now remember that this God has said there is only one God and it is He! According to the New Testament, the Holy
Spirit is also God (Acts 5:3-4). We do not have three Gods. We have three persons who are together one God. Isaiah 6:3
tells us an angel referred to God with “Holy, holy, holy . . .” Genesis 1:26 tells us that God, in a conversation with Himself,
said, “let us . . .” Yet the great SHEMA of Deuteronomy 6:4 says,
“The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!” (NASB) Deuteronomy 6:4

This is wonderful because the Hebrew word for LORD is Jehovah, and the Hebrew word for God is ELOHIM. ELOHIM
is plural and so refers to a plural god. Now rewrite Deut 6:4 by replacing LORD and God with the meaning of the Hebrew
words,

Jehovah is our plural God. Jehovah is one.

The UNKNOWN GOD is a plural-one. The Bible teaches that God is a Trinity without using the term. The dictionary
says that trinity means three fold. The New Testament agrees with Isaiah 48:16 and clearly tells us who is included in the
Trinity. In the blanks below, write the names of the persons of the Trinity in the order in which they are written:

13. Father, son, and holy spirit

(Matt. 28:19)

14. Father, spirit, and Jesus Christ

(1 Peter 1:2)

15. Who always occurred first? Father
The Trinity is a mystery we do not understand. We know that God is spirit (John 4:24) and that He is invisible (John 1:18).
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Father
IS

Is
Not

GOD

Is
Not

A Trinity

IS

IS

Jesus
Christ

Is Not

Holy
Spirit

We do not understand invisibility or spirit beings. We believe they exist, but we do not really understand them. So we should
be able to accept the idea of a plural one even if we can not understand Him. Isaiah 55:8-9 tells how to react to this strange
idea,

Athanasian Creed (A.D. 325 )
“We worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; neither confounding the Person: nor
divided in the Substance [Essence]. For there is one Person of the Father: another of the Son: and
another of the Holy Spirit. But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, is
all one: the Glory equal, the Majesty coeternal. Such as the Father is: such is the Son: and such
is the Holy Spirit. The Father uncreate [uncreated]: the Son uncreate [uncreated]: and the Holy
Spirit uncreate [uncreated]. The Father incomprehensible [unlimited]: the Son incomprehensible
[unlimited]: and the Holy Spirit incomprehensible [unlimited, or infinite]. The Father eternal: the
Son eternal: and the Holy Spirit eternal. And yet they are not three eternals: but one eternal. As
also there are not three uncreated: nor three incomprehensibles [infinites]: but one uncreated: and
one incomprehensible. So likewise the Father is Almighty: the Son Almighty: and the Holy Spirit
Almighty. And yet they are not three Almighties: but one Almighty. So the Father is God: the Son
is God: and the Holy Spirit is God . . .”

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Neither are your ways My ways,” declares the LORD. For
as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts
than your thoughts.” (NASB) Isaiah 55:8-9

There are many truths about God we do not understand - He is God! There have been many attempts to grasp the concept
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of the trinity. We could think of the trinity as a sphere (see picture) where the name of the sphere is three interchangeable
labels: God the Father, God the Son or Jesus Christ, and God the Holy Spirit. God is one, yet, three persons. God is not
three gods because scripture says He is one God.
Mystery of God. Who is God? There is more mystery to God than just His being a plural one. God is also infinite,
self-existing and unchangeable. The following verses help explain what these words mean. After reading the verse ask yourself, “What did I learn about God?” and then write it in the blank space provided.

16. God is He is self existing and has life in himself.

(John 5:26)

17. God is He is powerful and eternal.

(Hebrews 1:12)

18. God is He is holy and perfect

(Matthew 5:48)

19. God is He is eternal

(Psalms 90:2)

20. God is He is present everywhere.

(Psalms 139:7-10)

21. God is He knows everything - omniscient.

(Job 37:16)

22. God is He is all powerful - can do anything.

(Luke 1:37)

Conclusion. God is unbelievable. Knowing God is a lifetime adventure for some of us. At first we start to learn about
God when we start loving God. We want to know Him. In Psalms 27:8 King David said, “My face desires to seek His face!
Your face, LORD, I will seek.” Do you desire to seek His face, to know Him as a friend? David desired to know God faceto-face.

THINGS TO PONDER
1. How has God been revealed to us according to Romans 1:20?
He has revealed himself in the creation.
2. Can you name a fact of science that suggests there is a god?
The vast galaxy
3. How would you explain the Trinity to someone?
He is like the triple point of water which is simultaneously liquid, solid, and steam.
4. Someone once asked, “Can God make a rock so big that He cannot move it?” What divine attribute does
the question assume God is lacking? The question implies a low view of God.
No matter how big god makes something, he can still do whatever he wants.
The question assumes that god has limits or that god is not infinite.

5. Do you think that God has revealed all there is to know about Himself in the Bible?
No
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6. If the Bible did not teach that God was a trinity, what would this imply about Jesus?
He is a liar.

7. Men and women are limited in what we can do and who we are. Name four ways in which God is different from us.
He is holy.
He is all knowing.
He is self-existing.
he is all powerful.
8. Why can we not know God completely. Is this a good thing?
he is infinite and we are finite.

9. What do followers of Jesus have to look forward to in heaven?
Finally knowing him completely.

10. What did Moses want God to do for him in Exodus 33:13, 18-23.
He wanted to be able to understand and to know god,
To understand why and how god does what he does.
11. What do you want most in this life? What is your greatest spiritual passion?
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Who Is God?

Answer true (T) or false (F) to each of the following statements:
1. God is one god.

t

2. God is a plural being.

t

3. God is omnipresent, omnipotent and omniscient.

t

4. God is light and spirit.

t

5. God is like an actor who plays the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit at
diﬀerent times.

t

6. The term Trinity is used in the Bible.

f

7. The term Trinity means God is three divine individuals.

f

8. The concept of the Trinity cannot be found in the Old Testament.

f

9. God has revealed Himself in our world and in our universe.

t

10. We would need to be God in order to know enough to claim there is no god.
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